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REFLECTION ON WEEK 12 

This week, my friend and I decided to go to the school on Thursday to have a chance to 
observe different classrooms. Also, since we have observed Meltem Iyisan Teacher in a different 
class and realized that she act differently in different classrooms, we wanted to see if our 
assumption about that was on the point. 

On Thursday, Meltem Iyisan teaches to 3/A for two hours and to 2/B for 2 hours. For the 
first two hours, we joined 3/A. The class starts at 13:40. I went to the classroom around 13:35. 
When I got to the door of classroom, I thought that there was a teacher in the classroom because 
normally, there would be no children running around, and classroom door would be opened 
widely if only there is a teacher in the classroom, however, when I opened the door, I saw that 
there was only my friend Buse. So it was interesting to see that, students got to the classroom on 
time and settled down on their seats. 

Meltem Iyisan was again late for few minutes. My friend Buse played a game with 
children till Meltem Iyisan arrived and kept the classroom under control. There was no need to 
keep them undercontrol in the first place anyway because truly they were all behaving nicely. 
Thus, she started to the lesson immidietly after few repetition of previous class. It was so short 
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and fast, most of the students did not even know what was going on. She then said that, they 
would follow the book and try to finish the whole unit today. After that explanation, she said 
that, if they finish the unit today, and have spared time, as a reward, they would do a test. This is 
the weirdest award I have been heard of, but students really l ik ed it. This is the classroom where 
students love to deal with tests rather then playing games or singing songs. 

Her attitude toward students is different on the contrary, her attitude toward the language 
is same. She still speaks in Turkish most of the time and while giving instructions, she just uses 
an English word in a Turkish sentences. I want to exemplify her attitude through an experience I 
had. As usual she started the smart board and opened interactive activities. In one of the 
activities, after giving instructions, one of the students complained that he did not understand 
what they had to do. She did not get angry or complain. She tried to nicely explain it again. On 
the other hand, she did not demonstrate it. If I were she, I would try to complete one of the 
activities by myself and show them how to do it. That would much easier and time saver. In spite 
of some development on her behavior, there are still problems. In one activity, again a student 
raised his hand and complained that he did not understand, the moment he raised his hands saying 
that he did not understand, the other students joined the complaining section too. She calmed the 
classroom down and explained the activity, tried to give simple instructions, by the way those 
instructions were all in Turkish, so you can understand that sometime even mother tongue cannot 
be enough, and it took a little while to explain it and at the end she said something like ‘why did 
you all make a such a big problem out of this anyway? It is easy’. I think it was a really wrong 
feedback to the students. It could just break students self-confidence to ask for explanation when 
something is not clear for them. Instead of that, she could praise their curiosity to learn more 
about the activity and try to encourage them to ask questions when activity or a subject is not 


clear. 
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As I have mentioned above, the students in the classroom 3/A are all active through out 
the lesson. On comparison to the other classroom that I observed, their knowledge is really high. 
They are all racing to complete activities. The activity that would take probably 5 minutes in 
other classrooms, takes 2 to 3 minutes the most. Another key point is that, their English 
background knowledge is really strong. There was an activity that required to know most of the 
previous units. Students remembered the vocabulary items that the activity required at ease. 

Generally speaking, students in the classroom 3/A are all lesson oriented students who 
does not want to deal with other stuf such as game or song. However, after our first experiences 
with students in last week, their thought seemed to change little bit. Last week, my friend and I, 
tried to dance with a song, and wanted them to dance with us. Most of them were stubborn to join 
for the most part and they even complained about the dance like, why would they need a song or 
why would they dance at all. This week, there was a song through out the activities that Meltem 
Iyisan played. My friend and I decided to give it a try and make a cerography for it. We went to 
infront of the classroom. Moreover, the song was also a kind of dialogue. A girl was asking how 
was the weather in rhymes, and the man was answering. So we played it out and asked them to 
join us. They really l ik e it. When Meltem Iyisan wanted to go on with other activities, they 
wanted to listen to the song again. My friend and I said to eachother that ‘ the students who once 
preferred the test to the song now love to listen to the song over and over again’. Those made us 
realize that, they are not exposed to such a things so that they can get used to it and have fun. 

For the last 2 hours, we went to the classroom 2/B. I know this classroom’s main teacher 
before. He is an experienced teacher. He has been teaching around 25 years or so. Thus, you can 
see the signs of his experiences in the whole classroom. The classroom is well orginezed and 
tidy. Moreover, students are all similar to the students in the classroom 3/A. They are all very 
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active during the lesson and their English knowledge is better than the students from classrooms 
3/D and 3/E. 

In the final analysis, I want touch upon the teacher effect. These two classrooms, 3/A and 
2/B made me realize that, the main teacher, the basic knowledge is really important. It is really 
crucial how the teacher handles the classroom and cares. I think, I believe, teacher makes the 
difference. All students are smart and capable of learning everything they are exposed of. If just 
the teacher is the one who makes them love the knowledge. The key is the teachers. 



